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What is Tuberculid?

� a  group  of  skin  conditions 

associated  with  an  underlying  or  silent 

focus  of  tuberculosis(Tb).

� Pathogenic  relationship  of  the  tuberculid  

to  Tb   ; still poorly understood 



Why Important?

� Frequent travelling ,  migration 

� Unfamiliarity

� Recent resurgence associated with AIDS 

� Favor slim body contour



Estimated Tb incidence rate 

by country, 2007



Case Tb notification rate 

per 100,000 by year 

in Korea, 2003-2009



New Tb notification rate 

per 100,000 by sex and age 

in Korea, 2008



Definition of Tuberculid

� Hypersensitivity  reaction 

to  M. tuberculosis  or  its  product

in  a  patient  with  significant immunity



Dx. Criteria of Tuberculid

1) Positive tuberculin test

2) Evidence of manifest or past Tb ; ‘sometimes’

3) Positive response to anti-Tb therapy

4) Always absence of bacilli 

in skin Bx. specimen and culture

; PCR(+) in PNT and EI                         



� Andrews’ Disease of the Skin  9th ed.

P. 423 –425, 2000 

1. Papulonecrotic Tuberculid ( PNT )

2. Erythema Induratum of Bazin ( EI )

3. Lichen scrofulosorum 

Classification of Tuberculid



1. PNT

Korean dermatology 4th ed.   2001  P.298



2. EI

Anthony du vivier. Atlas of clinical Dermatology 2nd ed. P. 11.12



3. Lichen scrofulosorum

Rook’s  Textbook of dermatology 7th  ed. P. 28.21



Classification of Tuberculid

� Rook’s  Textbook of dermatology 7th  ed.

P. 28.20, 2004

� Micropapular : lichen scrofulosorum 

� Papular : PNT

� Nodular : EI,  nodular Tuberculid



H&E ( x 
12.5 )



Clinical  Course

Before Treatment After Treatment, 7wks



Distinct Entity ? 





Classification of Tuberculid

� Fitzpatrick’s Dermatology in General Medicine 

7th ed.,  p1774, 2008

� Tuberculids; lichen scrofulosorum,                 

papulonecrotic tuberculid(PNT)

� Facultative tuberculids; erythema induratum(EI), 

erythema nodosum(EN)




